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in the world. To attempt to pass judgement on its ultimate
possibilities at this early stage would be idle and unprofitable.
No country, however efficient3 could carry through reforms
so vast without mistakes, without difficulties, without obstruc-
tion, without maladjustments, and without temporary set-backs.
Time alone can show whether the formidable obstacles still
encountered can be overcome, and what the final state will be.
The second agrarian development to be mentioned concerns
the countries of eastern and southern Europe, in all of which
there occurred after the War a common movement towards
the more equal distribution of the land. The movement had
its roots far back in the history of the people occupying these
territories, and was the culmination of the peasants' struggle to
free themselves from personal bondage or from onerous condi-
tions of land tenure. Agrarian reforms were introduced in
Roumania, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Poland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria, and the most important
legislation was passed in the year 1919. The laws voted by
the legislature of Roumania, Poland, and Czechoslovakia
probably attracted the most attention. Two Roumanian laws
set forth that in order to extend the area of rural peasant pro-
perty, certain types of land were to be expropriated, while in
Bessarabia the peasant cultivators were declared to be pro-
prietors of their existing holdings. In Czechoslovakia the law
purported simply to carry out a reform of real property by ex-
propriating all properties exceeding a certain area, while the
Polish laws set out that the agrarian system was to be based on
agricultural holdings held as private property of different types
and sizes designed to serve the needs of intensive cultivation.
All these laws designated certain classes of land to be taken.
The Roumanian law for example specified:

(1)    Cultivable lands of the crown domain, rural banks, and
public and private corporations and institutions.

(2)    Properties belonging to aliens.

(3)    Rural estates belonging to absentees, and two million
hectares of cultivable land in private property.

In addition, in order to provide common grazings for mountain
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